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one quarter of the House, including every member of the House Financial 
Services Committee. One House conferee put it this way:

One hundred and two conferees were appointed and no progress was made until 
the four principals [the House Financial Services and Senate Banking chairs and 
ranking minority members] went behind closed doors. And I’m not complain-
ing. If [the House Financial Services chair] had not reduced the conference from 
102 members to four, we would still be there arguing over this bill. He should 
get an Oscar for his starring role in, “Honey, I shrunk the conference.”33

Instructing Conferees

After either chamber has agreed to go to conference but before the conferees 
have officially been named, the House (see Box 8.1) or Senate may adopt 
motions instructing their conferees, for example, to sustain the majority 
position of the chamber on a particular amendment or provision. A member 
of the minority party is granted priority in the House to offer the motion to 
instruct, and only one can be made at this stage.34 (Instructions are in order 
before, during, and after a conference.) Senators may offer several successive 
instruction motions prior to the naming of conferees, which are debatable 
and, therefore, subject to a filibuster. In each chamber, conferees cannot be 
instructed to do that which is not within their authority (delete text that 
both chambers have agreed to, for instance) or, in the case of the House, the 
motion to instruct may not include argumentative language.

BOX 8.1  Instruction of Conferees

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES ON H.R. 3080, WATER 
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2013

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York. Madam Speaker, I have 
a motion at the desk.

The Speaker pro tempore. The Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Sean Patrick Maloney of New York moves that the managers on the 
part of the House at the conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 3080 be instructed to recede from 
disagreement with the provisions contained in title IX of the Senate amend-
ment (relating to reducing the risks to life and property from dam failure in 
the United States through reauthorization of an effective dam safety program). 

The Speaker pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gentle-
man from New York (Mr. Sean Patrick Maloney) and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Shuster) each will control 30 minutes.
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